ca read this, Il be warming up for
I e biggest pame of my fife. Il be in
Perth, Westirn Australia, ready to face
the Springhoks— » million miles. away
Meom the idyllic beachcs of Grenada,
i - After a long and ardiods seasom, 1
fadtd :.Io.raw-.rml @ short Break before p rations
for the Rughy World Cuap began. | &Ts%
niggling thigh injury to sort out with some deep
rest .md tropical et wis ianperatisve thiat |
L U+L
R o el O
S 'd‘ullunﬁn—— six weeks of -
irernational competition,
asstTing we makeit to
thye= Fipnal.

Because my gitlfriend,
Joanie, 18 & teacher, we -
wiited for the schools to
hreak up before packing
ofF suitcases (with the
approprinte fatio of
bikinis fo boxer shorks)
and heading Ior Grenada.
1t was pitch dark when we
arrived gt the Spice Island
Reach Resort, on the
south-west coast, perched
closer to the clear waters
of the Caribbean than
Lhig k:ngth of it Steve
Thompaon throw-in.

The ?mﬂhmg!.mu::::l aof
Aree Lrogs and (Tickels
SRR greeted us.

Next-duy the greeting
came from Kerimedy, our
ki Toakt gt b et T = ietnsntn s oo
& "ﬂiﬂhﬂﬂﬂlg bfliuli'.iﬁmr':;l fiear you play

by, e Bl 81 simj where you
ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ:mﬁ ‘and hit & ball

Witk this point clarified, we dn:w.-, H}_rmlgh the
Barboair of the capital, 5 George's, with its
sprawling frodl and vegetiahle morkels and stalls
selling everything from green coconuls and
frealily butchiersd gout 1o the morning's cuteh of
parroifish: red snapper and tuna, 1t was here,
incongritoialy, that we had our Arst lesson in
the island’s turbulent history.

Though T vaguely remembered the US
invasion of the mr{ 19805, [ misunderstood the
Backgrovnd to it In 1978, the prime minister
Eric Gairy frenowned for his thuggish private
arriy. the Mongoose Gung) was ousted in a
coup led by Magrice Bishop of the neo-Marxiat
New Jewel Movernenbl. Then, in 1983, Bishop
was executed in an uprising led by Bernard
Coard, lis keM-wing minister of Anance,

This political instability was used by
President Reagan ns o pretoxd for sending in the
US Marines, who landed at Point Salines and
sccured the airfield and the university campus:
An interim advisory council was put in place
until demoeratic clections were held the
following yvear.

As our tour eantinued, no hint remained of
ihe island's narderous past. it couldn’t have
beon more trangull. The tropical ralnforests are
heme to some magical flora and fauna as well
a5 twor natural walerfadls - Concord and Seven
Sisters —-each with its own tiny eco-system.
Jounne couldn't resist dipping her toe in the
crystal-clear water.

Heturning via the capital, we vistted the
Cueen's Park National Stadium. Sport is
tcressingly nportant to Grenoda - and here,
aericket revival is under way. With a coaching
progranme, fodr i nels, fwo adificial ones

- and just about every other first-class training
Eredtiby you can imagine, the sland fooks likely
to produce the next Curtly Ambrose,

Witk the clodk licking away and Kennedy
MHIIHh['Ib the hoen, our whistlestop tour

! Cembinued overleqfl




